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101-107) with greater detail and precision than ever before. Rodney's 
failure to crush Guichen on that occasion is plainly shown to have been 
due to the former's failure to make his instructions to the captains of 
the fleet plainly understood. It is hardly possible that he could have 
been clear when all misunderstood. An interesting light is also thrown 
upon Arbuthnot's mutinous reception of Rodney, when the latter ap- 
peared off Sandy Hook in September, 1780. Young thinks it was largely 
due to the rascality of Arbuthnot's secretary (p. 81) and he makes 
specific charges. The Hood letters are complementary to those already 
published by the Naval Records Society in volume III. of their publi- 
cations. The most important of these relate to the skirmish off Chesa- 
peake Bay, September 5, 1781, which left Cornwallis no alternative but 
to surrender. They show the British commander's complete ignorance 
of DeGrasse's plans which is easily explained by the fact that he did 
not fix them until the very last, and then in direct opposition to his 
earlier ideas. 

One of the most important facts impressed upon the student by these 
letters is the erroneousness of the idea that the French naval power in 
the West Indies was broken completely by the famous victory of Rodney, 
April 12, 1782. 

The editorial work of Professor Laughton is admirable. There is a 
good index, and some interesting court-martial records are printed in 
the appendixes. 

C. H. Van Tyne. 

Die Polnischen Provinzen Russlands unter Katharina II. in den 
Jahren 1772-1782. Versuch einer Darstellung der Anfanglichen 
Beziehungen der Russischen Regierung zu ihren Polnischen 
Untertanen. Von U. L. Lehtonen. Aus dem Finnischen 
Original iibersetzt von Gustav Schmidt. (Berlin: George 
Reimer. 1907. Pp. xxxvii, 634.) 

This study of the relations between the government of Russia and 
its Polish subjects after the first partition of Poland is the work of a 
Finnish scholar. It is clear, systematic, scientific and impartial. The 
author has used in carrying out his task the Russian archives at St. 
Petersburg and the German archives at Berlin. In addition, he has 
gone through all the published sources and all the most important sec- 
ondary works, including publications in Russian, and in German particu- 
larly, but without neglecting French and Polish books, and using at 
least one book in the English language. He declares that he regrets 
his inability to make as much use as might be desirable of Polish works, 
but thinks that as his essential object was to describe the measures of 
the Russian government no important errors have resulted. He is un- 
doubtedly right. 
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The book is divided into two parts, the first of which is devoted to a 
consideration of the most important causes for the downfall of Poland. 
It is an excellent exposition of these causes, going thoroughly but suc- 
cinctly into the subjects of the social classes in Poland; the religious 
situation; the trade and commerce of the country; its economic condi- 
tion; its lack of order and security; its lawlessness; its divided and 
disorganized government; its want of good roads; its system of taxes. 
The author shows conclusively that the responsibility for all the diffi- 
culties in Poland lay primarily in the character and the policy of the 
nobility, who made it impossible to create an efficient centralized gov- 
ernment, who oppressed the peasantry and who were responsible for the 
intolerance in religious matters which played so important a part in the 
ruin of the country. 

We have in the second and much the larger part of the book a 
detailed account of the work of the Russian government in attempting 
to apply Russian governmental methods and the Russian system of 
government to the Polish provinces. The writer presents a minute and 
painstaking description of the new methods and institutions introduced, 
and shows clearly their superiority over those previously existing. He 
concludes that White Russia was the gainer by annexation in respect 
to the condition of the peasantry, of the Jews, of the middle classes, 
and in regard to public buildings, roads and bridges, the administration 
of justice, the security of property, the system of taxes and, above all, 
internal tranquillity. There was no attempt to exploit the conquered 
lands and their administration was at least on an equality with that 
existing elsewhere in Russia. 

The reader is impressed as he proceeds with the energy, the insight, 
the seriousness, the common-sense and the devotion to duty which char- 
acterize Katherine II. as the head of the Russian state. It is a phase of 
Katherine's character not commonly brought out, and certainly not with 
the fullness and particularity here displayed. It is true, of course, that 
Katherine's efforts in White Russia, as elsewhere, were only partially 
successful, but it is also plain that she was not guilty, as frequently 
supposed, of attempting the impossible, of being misled as a conse- 
quence of holding eighteenth-century views on the nature of man and 
of institutions. She attempted more than she could do, but she did 
much of what she attempted, and the greatest of statesmen resembled 
her in these respects. There was too much haste both on her part and 
on that of her subordinates, and the task was too great to be settled 
rapidly. Lehtonen's dispassionate description of what was attempted 
makes this clear, while it reveals how thoroughly under benevolent des- 
potism the government becomes little more than a gigantic business 
machine controlling the lives of its subjects in every relation. 

Lehtonen displays remarkable skill in his character sketches of the 
men who were the instruments of the great empress in carrying out 
her plans in the Polish provinces. Especially good is his portrait of 
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Chernisheff. He and his assistants were men of gigantic abilities and 
of gigantic vices. Whatever success was gained was due in large 
measure to their abilities; whatever failure came was due in an even 
greater measure to their vices. It is true that Katherine used the best 
instruments she had, and that White Russia suffered in no greater 
degree than did the rest of Russia from the shortcomings of its rulers 

A grave danger in writing Russian history is that of depending too 
fully upon state papers, and upon the letters and the memorials of the 
parties interested. But Lehtonen has guarded carefully against falling 
into this error. Though he builds upon the letters, instructions and 
memorials of the principal actors, he does not neglect the accounts of 
travellers and the memoirs and letters of people not directly interested 
in the government. In these he finds material which leads him to 
modify conclusions which follow from the reading of the state papers 
only. He weighs the differing views carefully and judicially, and comes 
to his own conclusions. 

An excellent bibliography of the principal secondary books on the 
subject is affixed to the work. Ralph C. H. Catterall. 

Taine, Historien de la Revolution Frangaise. Par A. Aulard, Pro- 
fesseur a la Faculte des Lettres de l'Universite de Paris. (Paris : 
Armand Colin. 1907. Pp. xi, 333.) 

This volume is a reprint of the articles that appeared in the Revo- 
lution Francaise in the years 1906 and 1907. The addition of a Con- 
clusion gives a finish to the book that one missed in the articles, and 
sums up the results of the investigation touching the value of Taine's 
Origines, or at least the first four volumes of that work, as a history of 
the French Revolution. 

To a few specialists upon the French Revolution, it has for a long 
time been no secret that Taine enjoyed a reputation that he did not 
deserve, but even to those who knew from personal investigation the 
worthlessness of this famous work in some detail, the revelations of 
Aulard concerning its general worthlessness as a history will come with 
something of a shock. Aulard's volume is one of the most exhaustive 
and destructive pieces of historical criticism that, to my knowledge, has 
been produced upon the period of the French Revolution. Probably no 
living man but Aulard was capable of writing it. His knowledge of 
the sources, both printed and manuscript, is so extensive, his mastery 
of the established facts and their meaning so great that the task of criti- 
cizing Taine's work presented but one serious problem, namely, how to 
formulate the results of the investigation. 

After an introductory chapter in which Taine's early career as a 
writer, his credulous and uncritical temper and the circumstances under 
which he conceived and executed his project of writing a history of the 
Revolution are described — mostly from Taine's own letters and jour- 
nals — Aulard examines the four volumes, chapter by chapter, treating 

AM. HIST. REV., VOL. XIII. — 38. 



